The effect of age on expression of endogenous plasminogen activators after focal cerebral ischemia in mice.
We measured urokinase-type plasminogen activator (u-PA) and tissue-type plasminogen activator (t-PA) activity in the brain of 2-3 month old and 6-8 month old mice subjected to 4 h of middle cerebral artery (MCA) occlusion. t-PA activity was present in all non-ischemic and ischemic young mouse brain. In contrast, t-PA activity was present in 46.7% of non-ischemic middle aged mouse brain and in 44.4% of ischemic middle aged mouse brain. u-PA activity was present in all young and middle aged non-ischemic brains.